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2022-05-10 

Amy Gibson        VIA EMAIL – Amy.Gibson@ontario.ca  
Manager, Indigenous Energy Policy 
Strategic, Network and Agency Policy Division 
Ministry of Energy  
 
Subject:   PUC Transmission LP, Minor Transmission Facilities Class EA, Category 'B'  

Dear Ms. Gibson,  

Further to your communications of May 3, 2022, indicating that a project applicant should provide the Ministry of 
Energy (the Ministry) with a description of a project, in the planning process, such that the Ministry can determine 
if there are any Duty to Consult requirements for the project. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform the Ministry that PUC Transmission LP (PUC) has undertaken to construct a 
230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and station in the city of Sault Ste. Marie, in northern Ontario to serve the 
increased electrical needs of Algoma Steel Inc. associated with the addition of new electric arc furnaces (EAFs) to 
replace the existing blast furnaces. PUC has initiated work on development activities, including seeking relevant 
environmental approvals to construct a transmission line from the Hydro One Third Line Station to the future 
Algoma Steel EAF Station (the Project), as indicated below. The Project will require PUC to file a leave to construct 
application with the Ontario Energy Board. PUC is therefore contacting the Ministry to determine whether the 
Project triggers the Crown’s Duty to Consult. 

Attachment 1 contains a description of the Project’s characteristics and its location for the Ministry’s review and 
to assist it with its determination as to whether it will delegate the procedural aspects of the Duty to Consult to 
PUC.  We would be pleased to discuss the Project with you should you have any questions. 

 

 

Dominic Parrella 
Executive Lead, Special Projects 
PUC Services Inc.  
 
cc:  Tamara Skillen, Environmental Planning Lead, WSP Canada Inc. 
 Jeremiah Pariag, Consultation and Engagement Lead, WSP Canada Inc.  
 Lina ElSetouhy, Environmental Planner, WSP Canada Inc.    



 

 
Attachment 1: PUC Transmission Project 

1.0 PROJECT SUMMARY 
In early 2021, PUC Transmission LP (PUC) was incorporated and in October 2021, it was approved for a 
transmission license by the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). 

PUC identified the need for a 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and a new 230/115/34.5 kV station in the city of 
Sault Ste. Marie, in northern Ontario, to serve the immediate need for increased power supply to Algoma Steel 
Inc. for their new electric arc furnace (EAF) project.  PUC has initiated work on development activities, including 
seeking relevant environmental approvals to construct the 230 kV line, which will be approximately 14 km long, 
from the Hydro One Third Line Station to the future Algoma Steel EAF Station on its property. This project requires 
undertaking a Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA), which began in January 2020. 

PUC conducted an internal preliminary assessment to identify feasible routes (the “Route and Station Options”) 
for the new 230 kV transmission line and station. The project team researched and mapped technical, socio-
economic, and natural environmental constrains to identify potential opportunities to parallel linear 
infrastructure, such as existing transmission lines and highways, where possible.  

Based on the preliminary assessment, four feasible route options and two new station options were identified. In 
April 2022, after issuing the Notice of Commencement, PUC made one refinement to Route Option 4 based on 
advancement of preliminary engineering work, information acquired through the Class EA process, and 
consultation with stakeholders and the public. Specifically, input received from residents and property owners 
within the Study Area identified land use constraints/opportunities, which resulted in refinements to Route Option 
4. The route refinement is detailed below, shown on Figure 1, and included in the GIS Shapefiles package provided 
with this letter.  

The route options, including the route refinements as shown in Figure 1, were carried forward for the comparative 
evaluation.  

No other viable alternatives were identified for the proposed 230 kV transmission line and station, due to the 
configuration of equipment within and around the future EAF station and Hydro One Third Line Station. 

Where possible, the Project will be located within existing road allowances. Temporary working space and 
laydown areas may be required adjacent to these areas to facilitate the movement and storage of equipment 
necessary for construction. Permanent easements will be required as well. PUC will work with regulators and 
landowners to identify and secure appropriate working space and easements as required. 

Work for preparation of an Environmental Study Report (ESR) for the Project has been initiated. The ESR will 
examine the alternative route and station options and determine, from an environmental and socio-economic 
perspective, the preferred route and station location for the Project. 



 

2.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
The Project Team has also confirmed with the Corporation of the City of Sault Ste. Marie (the City) that the project 
is exempt from municipal Zoning bylaws. No other regulatory pre-consultation has occurred to date.  

Other authorizations, notifications, permits and/or approvals may be required in addition to those identified 
above. 

3.0 Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures 
The area in which the Project is to be constructed is within the city of Sault Ste. Marie in northwest Ontario. It is 
expected that the majority of adverse environmental and/or socio-economic effects will be construction related. 
These effects are expected to be temporary and transitory. All facilities to be constructed for the Project will also 
be above ground, no underground facilities are being proposed. Routing will avoid or minimize environmental 
effect to the extent feasible, and Project components will be constructed to minimize environmental or socio-
economic impacts. 

Mitigation measures that will be recommended in the ESR will be followed in conjunction with other provincial 
and municipal standards. In addition, PUC will use professional judgement, past experience, industry best 
practices and any additional feedback received through the consultation process when constructing the Project. 

4.0 Project Benefits 
The proposed line and station will supply Algoma Steel’s new load of 300 MW with redundancy of supply for total 
of 600 MW capacity. 

The new PUC 230 kV transmission line will convey electricity from Hydro One’s Third Line Station in the city’s north 
end to a new PUC 230 kV station in the west end, near Algoma Steel. 

The new transmission facilities will support the steel plant and Algoma Steel’s $700 million project to build and 
operate two new sate-of-the-art electric arc furnaces. Algoma Steel Inc. has indicated that its investment will lead 
to a 70 per cent reduction in carbon emissions. 

The project will support the local economy and communities by creating new direct and spin off jobs, as well as 
training opportunities as one of the largest electricity infrastructure projects in the region. 

5.0 Contact Information 
PUC Transmission LP Project Lead: 

Dominic Parrella, P. Eng. 
Executive Lead, Special Projects 
PUC Services Inc. 
Tel.: (705) 941-8386 
Email: dominic.parrella@ssmpuc.com  

mailto:dominic.parrella@ssmpuc.com


 

 
 
WSP Canada Inc. Project Team: 
Tamara Skillen (MPA, BES, PMP) 
Environmental Assessment Lead  
Tel.: (613) 371-4659 
Email: Tamara.Skillen@wsp.com 
 
Jeremiah Pariag, MES, IAP2 
Consultation and Engagement Lead 
Tel.: (289) 835-2548 
Email: Jeremiah.Pariag@wsp.com  
 
Lina ElSetouhy, MCIP, RPP, ENV SP 
Environnemental Planner 
Tel.: (289) 982-4306 
Email: lina.elsetouhy@wsp.com 
  

mailto:Tamara.Skillen@wsp.com
mailto:Jeremiah.Pariag@wsp.com
mailto:lina.elsetouhy@wsp.com


 

Figure 1: PUC Transmission Project Refined Alternative Routes and Station Options 
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